ANA Promotes Consumer Use of Health Information Technology/ Page 2. . . ANA will ask nurses to submit examples of innovative use of health information technology in their practices, including methods they employ to engage patients in the use of that technology to improve their health, such as patient portals. ANA intends to share such models with ONC to demonstrate nursing's effectiveness in developing consumer-oriented health information technology strategies.
ANA has long recognized the importance of using standardized data and information technology to improve the quality of care. ANA began promoting the broad use of health information technology in the 1990s, designating nursing informatics as a nursing specialty and publishing the first scope and standards of practice documents for that specialty. Nursing informatics integrates nursing science, computer science and information science to manage and communicate data, information, knowledge and wisdom in nursing practice. 
